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Since its launch two years ago, the UOB-SMU Entrepreneurship Alliance has funded the
completion of 18 SME consulting projects, with another 10 projects in the pipeline.

Besides consultancy and business research studies, the UOB-SMU Entrepreneurship
Alliance Centre has organized 13 CEO talks and seminars for SMEs and SMU
undergraduates on a wide range of areas including human resources, branding, advertising
and strategic management.

UOB and SMU celebrated the 2™ anniversary of the Alliance, which was set up to promote
the growth and development of the SME sector. Over 300 sponsors, clients and business
leaders from the SME community attended a full-day boot camp as part of the celebrations.

Mr Wee Ee Cheong, CEO of United Overseas Bank Group, said, " This is a clear reflection of
the Alliance's success. We applaud local entrepreneurs for believing in the capability of the
student consultants, and also the student consultants for their high level of professionalism
when offering their expertise.”

The Alliance’s SME Consulting Programme comprises business projects covering marketing
consultancy and research, business strategy and planning, and human resource studies,
undertaken by project teams made up of two to three SMU undergraduates. These student
consultants are closely supervised by SMU professors or experienced business leaders such
as CEOs and local entrepreneurs.

The SME Consulting Programme allows qualifying SMEs to benefit from 70% to 90% subsidy
of the total consultancy cost, making it cheaper than engaging professional consultants.

Mr Lee Kiow Seng, Chief Executive Officer of Seagift Food Pte Ltd and Mr Victor Lee,
Founder of Alpha Paw Pte Ltd shared that the student consultants performed well and
through the subsidy, the costs of conducting such projects were greatly reduced.

The UOB-SMU Entrepreneurship Alliance Centre located in the SMU city campus administers
the Alliance Fund and serves as the interface for the local business community to tap onto the
readily-available resources and expertise in SMU and the panel of business mentors.

The full-day boot camp organized in the SMU city campus aimed to enable participants to
learn more about the Alliance and how to benefit from the SME Consulting Programme.

Since its launch, other than having funded 18 business consultancy projects, the Prorgamme
has also attracted 50 SMU undergraduates to participate in its activities.
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